
 

 
Redeemer in the New Year 

 
           Thanks to everyone whose spirit and joy made Christmas Eve a night to remember! Over 175 
people from many faith traditions filled our sanctuary to share our story of God�s seemingly improbable 
appearance in a manger. Each in our own way could affirm the suggestion that all children somehow re-
veal God�s love and wisdom. This year�s pageant starred a cat with an attitude � a wondrous and true 
touch. If Isaiah could teach that we�ve found the Kingdom of God when a wolf and a lamb lie down to-
gether, why not a cat and mouse? 
           As Isaiah knew and Jesus taught, our life of faith is a life steeped in hope. While not always 
easy to find, hope can be an amazing and powerful thing. It is not simply seeing the good in a bad situa-
tion. Hope acknowledges the world as it is, with all its fearfulness, but it does not give that fearfulness 
the last word. It knows that God can turn life�s pains and suffering into fertilizer out of which much 
that is good can grow, if we can find the love and courage to participate in the process. �Go the extra 
mile,� says Jesus, not because we derive moral benefit from this, but because going the extra mile 
helps us to see and learn more of life�s landscape. �Stay awake,� says Jesus, not because he wants us to 
lose sleep, but because God works in subtle ways that are not always easy to see and if we zone out, we 
can too easily miss it. �Follow me,� says Jesus, not because he wants to win converts but because finding 
healing and riches and love and truth is the most exciting adventure that life has to offer and Jesus 
knows how to find it. This is what we�re all about. 
           The Church is the place where good news grows. At this year�s Annual Meeting, we began the 
work of growing a parish hall. Our hospitality needs a hearth, a kitchen, a place to gather, and if we al-
ready have a worship space that is warm and welcoming, we now need a place to socialize, to welcome 
our greater community. At the annual meeting we did a group process called �Asset Mapping.� It�s fun. 
It�s helpful. It�s positive. It�s an exercise in hope, or, in the words of American painter John Singer 
Sargent, it revealed to us �just how rich we really are.� If you missed annual meeting, you will still have 
a chance to participate. Full details from the annual meeting are posted on our website. 
           It is my dream that 2006 be a building year, building trust, building team, building truth, building 
a home for the soul. This can take many forms. We can build a labyrinth on our field and greet our 
neighbors as we gather and lay the stones. We can have a pancake breakfast. We can plant a memory 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
 
 

9:15   Kids� Church for children of all  
        ages and their families 
 
 
 

10:30  Holy Communion with music 
 
        

Healing prayers are offered at the  
left hand side of the altar rail  

at the end of communion. 
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Wednesday Bible Study 11 - Noon  

Congregational Care & Concern 
 
 

Many of you probably aren't even aware that this wonderful committee exists, but under the long time 
direction of Sue Clark, they have watched out for our Redeemer Family.  Sue and a group of very caring  
individuals have arranged meals for individuals who became sick or injured, and for families who have 
lost a loved one or blessedly gained new little ones.  They have arranged rides to doctor's appointments, 
chemotherapy, and to Sunday Services at Church.  They also have checked in daily by phone, to a num-
ber of elderly parishioners, just to make sure that they are doing okay.  This  wonderful and important 
work makes Redeemer the close community that we are today. 
  
Sue has passed the job of organizing this committee on to me now, and thus entrusted me with the task 
of taking care of all of you.  If you need  help because of life altering circumstances, or know someone 
who does, please call me or leave a message at Church.  Also, if you would like to be part of taking care 
of our community by bringing a meal now and then, or driving someone in need, please call as well.  We 
will be meeting in February (TBA), and you need not be a "meeting person" to help out! 
  
Thank you Sue for the years you dedicated to taking care of our Redeemer Family.   
 
Billie Barbash 
459-2303 

The Blank Family wish to thank all those angels who provided so many yummy dinners while 
Liesje recovered from surgery in December.  Your kindness was so appreciated.  Bless you all! 
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CONGREGATIONAL CYCLE OF PRAYER 
 

Feb 5      We give thanks for our wonderful team of Acolytes. 
 

Feb 12     We give thanks for all who have shared food, hospitality and clean up at Coffee Hour. 
 

Feb 19     We pray for the work of the Preschool Group. 
 

Feb 26     We pray for our parishioners who educate the young and delight in the old and as we enter 
                the season of Lent, we pray for a deepening of our own faith and understanding. 

  
I believe I would be a valuable member of the Bishop's Committee at Church of the Redeemer. I am a 
native of Glenwood and have been an active member of Redeemer since 2000. I have helped work on the 
steering committee for Kids� Karnival for 5 years and have been on the Altar Guild for two years.  I 
feel a commitment to the church to be a spokesperson for many of the church members, which is very 
important as we move forward as a community. 
  
Eileen Brennan-Erler 

John Chung was born and raised in San Francisco.  He went to undergraduate and MBA school at San 
Francisco State.  He is currently a San Francisco Firefighter, Road Manager for the jazz band Hi-
roshima, and still occasionally can be heard on the �air� as DJ on KBLX, 102.9. 
 
John and Cindy were married in August 1997 when they also moved to San Rafael.  Cindy is Chief of Pe-
diatrics at Kaiser San Rafael.  They have a son Ryan, who is five and a daughter, Kendra who is 14 
months old.  They live with their Australian Cattle Dog, Kelly in Peacock Gap where John enjoys golfing. 
 
John Chung 

I look forward to augmenting my position as a liaison between Redeemer Preschool and the Church by 
joining the Bishop�s Committee.  The near future holds much promise for the Church, and I hope that 
my background in Education and Small Business Administration will be an asset to the committee as we 
plan for this future. 

Betsy Nakamura 

 

Bishop�s Committee Applicants 



NEWSLETTER DEADLINE    
For March 

Please submit articles by March 15 
Articles received after the 15th may be held for the 

following issue. 
Please email articles to  

LiesjeB@aol.com  

 

February 2006 
 

1      Kindergarten Meeting for Preschool,  
                                       5:45-7:15 p.m. 
2         Lunch Bunch, noon 
3         Floating Friday, 7 p.m. 
5         Confirmation, 1:00�2:15 p.m. 
6         Dreams, 7:00�8:30 p.m. 
7         Dreams, 9:30 �11:00 a.m. 
8         Book Club, 12:30 p.m. 
12       Acolyte Training, noon 
16-17  Diocesan Council Retreat, Bishop�s Ranch 
17       No Floating Friday: Presidents� Week 
19       No Confirmation Class: Presidents� Week 
20       Presidents� Day Holiday 
20       Dreams, 7:00�8:30 p.m. 
21       Dreams, 9:30�11:00 a.m. 
26      Wild Young Caribou, 3 � 4:30  
 

March 2006 
 

1      ASH WEDNESDAY,  
           Services at 6:30 a.m., Noon and 6:30pm  
3      World Wide Woman�s Day of Prayer,  
                      11 a.m.  at church  
3         Floating Friday 
4         Visitors� Day at CDSP Seminary 
5      Confirmation Class, 1:00�2:15 p.m. 
12      One Service 10 a.m. 
           Confirmation 4 p.m. 

 

 
 

Sunday, February 5   
 

Holly McAlpen, Diocesan Missioner  
will be at both Sunday services 

 
 

Sunday, March 12 
 

10 a.m.  One morning service 
 

4 p.m.  Confirmation with  
Bishop William E. Swing 

 

This will be his last visit  
to Redeemer  

before his retirement. 
 
 
 

Come and see what couple  
will be receiving a blessing on their  

60th wedding anniversary. 

Mark Your Calendar 
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Acolyte Training 
 

February 12 at Noon 



 

C O N F I R M A T I O N 
 

Confirmation in the  Church  
recognizes that the beginning of  
adult responsibility takes place  

with  the first stirrings of  
adulthood in adolescence.  

 
If you are a Middle School student  

and would like to be confirmed,  
there is still time to join us.  

We meet two Sundays per month at 1 p.m. 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 
February 5th and March 5th 

1:00 p.m. at Church 

 

 
Saints & Angels 

 

From time to time we remember those 
who ascend slightly above to hover for a 

while and buff their halos. 
 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Pageant: Betsy Nakamura, Cindy Chung, Stephanie 
O�Dell, Lauren Joyce and Bob Burton for photographing it. 
Chuck and Sallie Wood, Sue and Nick Clark and Rick Skubecz 
for caring for the grounds. 
To all the members of the Altar Guild, Ann Zolezzi, Sallie 
Wood, Joan Westmoreland, Cathy Kirk, Julie Cassettari,  
Barbara Smilie, Eileen Erler,  Cindy Smith, for the extra work 
of Christmas 
Elliott Blank for caring for the Nativity Scene. 
Liz Chiarolla for the Beautiful Christmas Banner. 
Glen Godbold for his help mounting the banner. 
Nick Clark for assistance with electrical emergencies. 
Betty Baird for helping with the schedule. 
Julie Cassettari for her help addressing the birthday  cards. 
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is a movement of the church. Its 
purpose is to help those in the 
church understand their individual 
callings to be Christian Leaders. 
The leadership may be exercised 
in work situations, in the family 
and social life, in leisure activi-
ties, and within the Church envi-
ronment. Leadership, in Cursillo, 
does not mean power over others, 
but influence on others; all of us 
need to be aware that we can 
exert a positive influence on 
those around us.  

Next Cursillo 

Men�s *  March 30th 

Woman�s  *  April 6th 

Application on literature rack in 
back of the church 

Or for more information contact 

Rev. Carol 

Cursillo 



A caring community offering opportunities for 
spiritual growth  

by knowing, loving and serving God  
through each other. 

123 Knight Drive 
San Rafael, CA  94901 

 

456-0508 
 

Web Site www.RedeemerMarin.org 

Church of the Redeemer 

Address Correction Requested 

 
                   Stewardship 
  
So far, we have 33 pledges totaling over $94,000! We have almost reached 
our $100,000 goal!   
 
There are a few regular pledgers who have yet to get their pledge cards in, 
but we know you'll get around to it!  If you haven't pledged yet, it's not too 
late to turn in your Stewardship Pledge for 2006!  You can either put your 

pledge in the collection basket at either Service or mail it directly to the Church at 123 Knight Drive, 
San Rafael 94901, Attention: Billie Barbash (Stewardship Chair) or Linda Fox (Treasurer).   
  
Also, if you did not yet complete your 2005 Pledge, please do so or contact Linda or Billie, especially 
if there is a problem.  Most of our operating budget is based on our Pledge Amounts, and we count on 
them to keep our bills up to date.  
  
Thanks for keeping us fiscally sound! 


